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SOCY382, Trimester 2 2017 


Short Answer (100 marks — 20 marks each) 


Attempt to answer any FIVE (5) of the following TEN (10) questions in approximately 
200-500 words each. 


a 


10. 


According to Carole Vance, social constructionist theory ‘suggested that one of the 
last remaining outposts of the ‘natural’ in our thinking was fluid and changeable, the 
product of human action and history rather than the invariable result of the body, 
biology, or an innate sex drive’ (1989: 13). What did she mean? 


In what ways are Classical Greek attitudes to sex and pleasure different, and similar, 
to those that exist in our society today? 


What was the impact of St Augustine’s reinterpretation of the story of Adam and 
Eve’s fall from Paradise on Early Christian attitudes to sexuality, and how do his 
ideas inform contemporary Western attitudes to sex and pleasure? 


In what ways were Renaissance ideas about sex, pleasure and the body different to 
those that had dominated for the 1000 years previously, and what stimulated these 
changes in thought? 


To what extent did the Enlightenment unconditionally promote sexual pleasure? 


Were Victorian attitudes to sex and pleasure really as straight-forward as popular 
historical accounts describe? i.e. did the Victorians really dress their table legs for 
the purposes of modesty and decency? 


Who were the scientists of sex and how did their work contribute to new ideas about 
sexual normality, disorder and tolerance? 


What implications does Freud's theorisation of the sexual instinct have for ‘normal’ 
heterosexuality? 


How are modern sexual identities linked to the naming of homosexuality in the 19" 
century? 


What is queer theory and how does it contribute to contemporary political debates 
about sex, pleasure and identity? 
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